
7 

Contents 

 

Introduction: Who is this book for and what is it about? ............. 9 

Chapter One: Why Believe in Belief? ............................................. 13 

Chapter Two: Virtual Reality: The Death of Belief? .................... 25 

Chapter Three: Religion and Belief ................................................ 34 

Chapter Four: Cosmology and Belief .............................................. 51 

Chapter Five: Evolution and Belief ................................................. 66 

Chapter Six: The Scientific Worldview and Belief ...................... 88 

Chapter Seven: Philosophy and Belief ......................................... 105 

Chapter Eight: The Anthropocene and Belief ............................. 113 

Chapter Nine:  Death, Suicide, Madness, Terrorism, War:  

Bad Things to Believe In ................................................................. 129 

Chapter Ten: Belief 2022 ................................................................. 136 

Chapter Eleven: Future Belief ........................................................ 148 

Afterword: A Sketch of a Future Belief ........................................ 161 

Bibliography ...................................................................................... 183 

 

 

 




