Haipeng Zhang and Jinyi Zhai

A Brief Modern Chinese History
Translated from the Chinese by Zhen Chi



Chinesische Perspektiven

Geschichte

Herausgegeben von Ole Doring

Band 4



Haipeng Zhang and Jinyi Zhai

A BRIEF MODERN
CHINESE HISTORY

Translated from the Chinese by Zhen Chi

ibidem



Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet {iber http://dnb.d-nb.de
abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are
available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de.

B RASP E3A {2 Originally published in Chinese by China Social Sciences Press.
A Brief Modern Chinese History
Copyright © 2018 by China Social Sciences Press

ISBN-13: 978-3-8382-1441-2
© ibidem-Verlag, Stuttgart 2021
Alle Rechte vorbehalten

Das Werk einschliefilich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschiitzt. Jede Verwertung auflerhalb der
engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne Zustimmung des Verlages unzuldssig und strafbar. Dies
gilt insbesondere fiir Vervielfiltigungen,

Ubersetzungen, Mikroverfilmungen und elektronische Speicherformen sowie die

Einspeicherung und Verarbeitung in elektronischen Systemen.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or

by any means (electronical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher. Any
person who does any unauthorized act in relation to this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

Printed in the EU



Contents

The Opium Wars and China’s Decline

China and the World before 1840........sssssssssssssns 9
British Opium Smuggling and Lin Zexu’s Anti-Smuggling Endeavor ............... 13
The Treaty of Nanjing and Its Aftermath ... 16
The Chinese Intellectuals’ Reaction and SOIULION .......cvceerereeerssererneesssseeessesennns 17
Social Changes in POSt-War ChiNa.......eeeeseeeseeesneesssssssssssssssssssesssssesssssesssans 19

The Qing Government in Despair

The Taiping Rebellion and Its Socio-Political Experiments

The Aggressive Anglo-French Expedition Against China........coeneennecneeeneens
Tsarist Russia: A Grabber of Chinese Lands ...
The Taiping Rebellion in Its Late Phase: Zeng Guofan and the Hunan Army.....34
The Fall of the Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace .........cecomenmeenneeenneeseeensecenseenseens 37
The Lost Three Decades

Changes of the Central and Local GOVEINMENLS ........euueeemeesmeeesseeessessssessssesesnns 41
The Self-Strengthening Movement (SSM)

Reformism in Its Initial SEAgES .....ccvrerrrermeeneersesresesse s ssrsssssesssans
Border Crises and the Sino-French War........ s
Endless Incidents Involving Christian MiSSiONaries......eeeseessseesseeennes 53
The 1895 SiN0-Japanese War .........cermsmeseesssessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssanes 56
The Treaty of Shimonoseki and the Cession of TAIWan .........ceeeeeessseeessseeeenns 61

Post-1895 China: Reform, Rebellion, and Revolution

Return of the Liao Dong Peninsula to China and the Imperialist

Powers’ Rat Race in the Far East.......cssssssessssssssssssssssssssnans 67
The Scramble fOr ChiNa ... sssssssssssssssssssssees 67
China’s Sprouting National CapitaliSIm ......coceeeeesmeeseesseesseessseesssesssessssesssesssesenes 72
Sun Yat-sen and Early ReVolUutionaries. ... eeessssssessssssssssssssssesssans 75
The Abortive 1898 Hundred Days’ REfOrM.......c.oeeeereeessesesseesssessssesssssesssnns 77
The Boxer Uprising: A Chinese Peasants’ Patriotic Anti-Imperialistic

ENA@AVOT cottereerereeesseerssesssssseessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssss s s ssssss s ssasaes 86
The Aggressive Allied Forces of the Eight Powers and Qing’s Response.......... 88
The Boxer Protocol and a Fully Semi-Colonized and Semi-Feudalized China......92



On the Eve of Great Change

Qing’s New Policies and Ensuing Social Changes..........eeeeesnsesesnsesssssesesnns 95
The British Empire’s Invasion of Tibet and the Russo-Japanese

Conflict in Northeast China......sssssss 103
Tongmenghui and the Debates Involving Revolutionaries and

CONSEIVALIVES oot bbb 104
Boycotting American Goods and Restoring China’s Rights ........cceniernn. 110

Building China’s Constitutional Monarchy.

The Revolutionaries in ACHION ... sssssssssassssns

The 1911 Revolution: A Blend of Success and Failure

The Crisis-RiAden QINg.....coceerereereesseesseessesssesssessssesssesssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesss 119
The Huanghuagang Uprising and Railway Protection Movement................... 123
The WUChang UPTiSING .....occeeeeeeesneessmeessseesssessssssssssesssssesssssesssssesssssesssns

Sun Yat-sen, President of the Nanjing Provisional Government
The Collapse of Qing and the Rise of Yuan Shikai ...

China at Its Lowest Ebb: The Rule of the Beiyang Warlords

Yuan Shikai and SUN Yat-SeN......eereereseesseesssessessseessessssssssessssesssssssssssssssssssssns 139
The Rapid Collapse of the Hongxian ReIgN .......ccueemeermeeemnneeemsmeesmsssersssesssesessseseens 148
China under the Warlords’ RULE..........oeceeeeessseessseessseesssssessssesssssesssssesssnees 151
The Growth of China’s National Capitalism and the Working Class................. 159
The New Culture and May Fourth Movements.........eeeeemeerssesssesessesesns 162
The Dissemination of Marxism and SOCIAliSM ......ccceeeneeernmeeemmeeessneesssssersesesseseens 167

The Beginning of China’s Tortuous Path to Progress

The Birth of the Communist Party of China........neeeneeeneersesersesessenenns 173
The Kuomintang’s First National Congress, the First United Front,

and the Northern EXPedition ... eeeeeeessessssessssseesssseessssessssssssssssssssssssnees 177
The Clash Between the CPC and the Kuomintang and the Failure of

the First Revolutionary Civil War.......eeeeesseessesssseessssesssssssssssssssesssssesss 186
The Convergence of the Wuhan and Nanjing Nationalist Governments

and the Nominal Unification of China ......ceeeessessssesseeseessssesseesseessseesees 188
Establishing the Armed Independent Regime of Workers and Peasants

IN JIANEXI it 191

The Kuomintang’s Encirclement and Annihilation and the CPC’s
COUNLETALEACKS wovvvvusirssssssssssssssssss s ssssssssssss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses

The Social History Controversy of the 1930s



10.

11.

12.

The Deepening National Crisis and the Adjustment of Class Relations

The September 18 Incident and the Nonresistance Strategy ... 199
Japan’s Intensified Aggression Against China and Jiang Jieshi’s

INCTeased NONTESISTANCE ... reeeereseerseesseesssessssesssesssssssssesssesssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssaess 202
China’s Greater Effort to Fight Japan ... 205
The Setback for the Chinese Communist MOVEMENt.......cweeeeeermeeesseserseneens 207

The Sian Incident and China’s New Opportunity to Rehabilitate.........c......... 211

The Outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan

The Lugouqiao INCIAENT ... eeerererereeesseessssesssnsesssseesssssssssesssssesssssessssssssssssssssesesssesesas 219

The August 13th Incident in Shanghai and the Anti-Japanese National

UNIEEA FIONE woetieeterretreeseceseesseeesecssssssesss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssness 222
The National Defense System and the CPC and the Kuomintang’s

Strategies

The ERA (Eighth Route Army) and the Battle of Shanxi

The Battle of Shanghai and the Nanjing Massacre .........ceeessesesseseens 232
China’s Great Victory in Taierzhuang and the Fall of Wuhan and
GUANGZNO U ceeeeeeereseereesesesseesseessesssse s sssssss e ss s b e s R b e R 234

The Two Battlefields in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
The Collaboration of the Kuomintang’s Frontal Battlefield and the

CPC’s Battlefield Behind the Enemy LiNes ... 239
The Incident in Southern Anhui
The Pearl Harbor Attack and the International Anti-Fascist United Front......248
The Kuomintang’s Failure on the Battlefront and the CPC’s Offensive

N EHE REAT .ot ss s s s p e n s 251
Corruption and Dictatorship in the Areas under the Kuomintang’s Rule

and the Growth of the CPC’s Revolutionary Anti-Japanese Bases........ccou.t 255
The Coalition Government and China’s Counteroffensive........ccoueoneeerseeeseeens 261
The CPC-Kuomintang Struggle and Two Prospects for China........ccceeenneen. 264

The Unconditional Surrender of Japan and China’s Final Victory in
the War Of ReSISTANCE .....ccveerrsssrsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssans 266

The Victory of the People’s War of Liberation and the Founding
of the People’s Republic of China

Chongqing Negotiations and the Political Consultative Conference................ 271
Changing Sino-Soviet and Sino-US Relations.....eeeeeseessssessseseseees 275
Outbreak of Full-Scale Civil War .......esssessessssssssssessssesssssssssssssees 277
The Crisis-Ridden Areas under the Kuomintang’s Rule and the Stable

and Prosperous Liberated Areas ... sessssssssessssesssssesssssessnees 281



Three Great DeciSive Battles ... sssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 287

The Broken Peace Talks in Beijing and the PLA’s Capture of Nanjing............. 292

The Founding of the People’s Republic of China ........cocneenmeeesmeeesesersesesseseens 294
13. The Historical Significance of the People’s Republic of China

The Birth of the People’s Republic of China Brings Epochal Change to

China and the WOTTd ...t sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 299

The PRC Lays the Foundation of a New Era of Socialist Development with

Chinese Characteristics and the Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation............. 302

The Birth of the PRC Witnesses the Tortuous Course Toward Success.......... 305

Three Fundamental Themes and Four Lessons in Learning Modern

ChINESE HISTOTY coeuveeueeeseeeseesseesssecsseesessssesssesesssssssssssssssasssssssssssssasssssssssssssesssssssssssssesssasssness 306
Biblioraphy ......ccoccsmnsmnnnssssss s 315

WED SOUICES w..cvurreemsrermsresmsesssssesssssesssssesssssessssesssssesssssessssse s ssss s ssssssssssesessse s sesssesssssesssas 333




1. The Opium Wars and China’s Decline

China and the World before 1840

In 1840 the British Empire launched the dirty First Opium War (1840-1842) against
China. This war forcibly stopped the historical course in which China enjoyed a fully
independent development, and marked the beginning of modern Chinese history.
Chinese society gradually became semi-feudal and semi-colonial. A brief discussion
of the global situation before the First Opium War follows.

Revolutions broke out in Britain in 1640 and in France in 1789 that led to the
dawn of the capitalist system. Thereafter, the capitalist countries of Europe at-
tempted to colonize the world. Using various means such as piracy, robbery, the slave
trade, drug (opium) smuggling, wars of aggression, and so on, these colonialists plun-
dered a large amount of wealth from Asia, Africa, and America. This looted wealth
constituted a major source of capital and contributed decisively to the growth of Eu-
ropean capitalism. History has proven that European capitalist civilization relied
heavily on the colonial loot and plunder that it had taken from Asian, African, and
American countries and their people, even though it did help to advance humankind.
As a consequence, during the seventeenth century, the capitalist countries grew
richer and richer while those in the colonized lands became poorer and poorer.

The 1760s saw the Industrial Revolution in Britain, which embodied the vibrant
growth of capitalism in Europe. The following five decades in Britain, France, and the
United States witnessed the growth of machine production in their economies. Brit-
ain, for example, accounted for 50% of the total industrial production in the world
and 70% of global coal production in the 1820s. As a consequence, Europe’s social
productivity grew by leaps and bounds. The rising empires then scrambled to grab
colonies around the globe. By the 1830s, the north and south of Africa, Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand as well as Southwest and Southeast Asia were all colonized by
the capitalist powers. However, as a great number of nations were being forcibly
thrown into capitalism, China’s Qing dynasty (1644-1912) was still independent in
Asia. The British Empire, however, set its sights on Qing and began smuggling opium
into China. It was under such circumstances that new events took place one after
another in China.

Britain and France in the early nineteenth century were the acknowledged
leaders of the capitalist world. Old powers such as Spain, Portugal and the Nether-
lands had declined as early as the seventeenth century. The old powers’ colonies
were either taken away by the new hegemons or managed to get rid of their colonial
oppressors. Many countries in Latin America, which had been brutally ruled by Spain
and Portugal, gained their independence in the 1820s. Some went further, develop-
ing into bourgeois republics in a single decade or so.

Yet Spain still ruled over the Philippines; Portugal controlled African states
such as Angola; and the Netherlands governed the East Indies (present-day Indone-
sia).
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Bourgeois revolution and the Industrial Revolution made Britain and France
the most advanced industrial countries in the world. The British Empire grabbed
lands and turned them into markets through aggressive wars and colonial aggran-
dizement. As early as the seventeenth century, the English (later British) East India
Company had colonized Madras, Bombay, Calcutta and Bengal in India. By the 1830s,
with the exception of several native states in the center and the north, all of India was
reduced to a British colony. The British Empire benefited immensely from the colo-
nization of India and, moreover, used India as a base for the invasion of other Asian
countries. The British began smuggling opium produced in Bengal into China, some
of which was dispatched from India. The British also occupied Penang in Malaysia,
merged Malacca and Singapore and, in 1824, Britain set up the Straits Settlement in
Southeast Asia. Canada and Australia were colonized in the eighteenth century by the
British. The British Empire, on which the sun never set, then established colonial rule
in Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast (present-day Ghana) and Cape Town in the
early nineteenth century, and in New Zealand in 1839. As a consequence, Britain cre-
ated a huge colonial empire that covered a total area of 2,000,000 square kilometers
and a population of 100,000,000 people.

France was next only to Britain in its colonial quest thanks to the all-powerful
French Revolution and the staggering growth of industrial production within France.
Nevertheless, France’s colonies in North America and India were almost completely
lost to Britain in the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763). In spite of these losses, France
still had Senegal and Guyana and in 1830 colonized Algeria by military force. In Asia,
France occupied Vietnam, which became France’s new base to invade China.

The United States was originally one of Britain’s colonies; however, it later won
the War of Independence (1775-1783) and became an independent country. In com-
parison to Britain and France, the United States was a latecomer to the club of capi-
talist countries but grew rapidly. In 1803 and 1819, the United States purchased huge
amounts of fertile land from France and Spain. By the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the United States had the longest railroad network in the world. American trad-
ers began moving all over the world and, before long, America’s capitalist class be-
came the British Empire’s accomplice in invading China.

For quite a long time Russia was a European country known to the world for its
serfdom. As late as the early nineteenth century, a feudal economy still predominated
in Russia. However, Tsarist Russia started to expand as early as the late sixteenth
century. In the mid-seventeenth century, Russia annexed Ukraine, conquered Siberia
and cast its eyes on China’s Black Dragon River. In 1689, Russia and Qing signed the
Treaty of Nerchinsk, which defined the eastern border between the two countries.
Thirty-eight years later, the middle part of the Sino-Russian border was drawn in
accordance with the Treaty of Kyakhta. Then, in the eighteenth century, Belarus and
the Baltic region merged with Russia. At the dawn of the nineteenth century, Poland,
Finland, Ciscaucasia and Bessarabia were occupied by the Russian Empire. By the
1840s, Tsarist Russia began to show interest in the northeastern part of China.

Britain, France, the United States and Tsarist Russia were early modern China’s
main aggressors. Germany, however, also saw massive growth in the 1830s before
the dawn of the German Reich. Japan, one of China’s neighbors, had been ruled by the
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I: The Opium Wars and China’s Decline

Tokugawa shogunate since the seventeenth century, but capitalism in Meiji-era Ja-
pan in the 1860s and 1870s grew rapidly. Japan, shocked by China’s failure in the
Opium War, started to reform. Soon, both Germany and Japan were enrolled in the
group of China’s invaders.

At that time, some countries still remained proudly independent. Among them,
Qing China was the largest. Qing, the last feudal dynasty of China, was in the twilight
of its life. With the exception of its northern neighbor, China’s neighboring countries
in the east, south and southwest were either colonized or about to be colonized. The
colossal Ottoman Empire (1299-1922), which stretched over Asia, Africa and Europe,
was suffering a great decline. Greece gained its independence in 1830, when Algeria
was fully colonized by the French Empire. Egypt would soon get rid of Ottoman con-
trol. Additionally, the Ottoman Empire itself was subject to the capitalist powers’ ag-
gression.

The remaining great tracts of land that had not been occupied by the Western
colonists were the African desert and China. China had not always been the country
lying at the center of the world. The traditional Chinese perception of the world—the
civilized Chinese are fundamentally different from the barbarians—was hopelessly
outdated. Qing’s heyday had gone forever. Many of Qing’s shortcomings and disad-
vantages grew increasingly obvious. Worst of all, its ossified feudal institutions and
conceptions put a stranglehold on China’s productivity growth. According to some
demographic studies, the Chinese population increased to 400,000,000 before the
First Opium War. As a consequence, cultivated land fell far short of need. The unprec-
edented population growth exerted enormous pressure on Chinese society. In these
conditions drastic land annexation and polarization of the rich and the poor were
inevitable. A senior official in the early Qianlong reign (1736-1795) pointed out that
a huge number of people who had been in possession of land had no alternative but
to become tenant farmers.! Echoing this, a minister said that when a family, which
had once possessed huge wealth, went bankrupt, thousands of (dependent) families
would be reduced to a state of abject poverty.2 In these circumstances, social contra-
dictions were inevitably exacerbated. Hong

Liangji #t= 7 (1746-1809), a Confucian scholar known to us for his pioneering
work in the study of China’s unprecedented population growth, clearly recognized
that when population growth outpaced land cultivation, society would be engulfed
by instability. To make matters worse, ordinary people led a miserable existence be-
cause of repeated natural disasters.

China’s long-running feudal society had an extremely stable landlord economy.
As a small-scale peasant economy and still largely traditional, priority was given to
agriculture rather than to commerce. This consequently prevented the highly devel-
oped handicraft industry in the Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta from

1 Yang Xifu's #% % 1748 memorial to the throne—“Chou min shi shu Z K & %" (How to multiply the
sources of food for the people), in the 45th part of Huangqing zouyi %i%Z21 (A collection of memo-
rials to the thrones of Great Qing).

2 Qian Weicheng £:4E3%, “Yangmin lun 72 [it” (How to more substantially benefit the people), in the
11th part of Huangchao jingshi wenbian 5314t 3 % (The Great Qing’s treatises regarding the bet-
terment of statecraft).
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growing into capitalist industry. As a consequence, China lagged behind Europe in
terms of productivity growth. Simply put, China was in decline.

The Qing emperors were completely unaware of capitalist growth in other parts
of the world and were still intoxicated with the country’s glory and greatness. Take
Emperor Qianlong (r. 1736-1796), for example. He mandated that foreigners were not
allowed to do business anywhere in China with the exception of Guangzhou (Canton).3
The British king in 1793 sent a seven-hundred-member diplomatic corps headed by
George Macartney, a lord, to visit China to showcase his kingdom'’s scientific and indus-
trial prowess and to invite China to join. A high Qing governor mistakenly took Macart-
ney’s mission as a celebration for the Emperor Qianlong’s eightieth birthday and thus
treated these British merely as emissaries paying tribute. Macartney and his retinue
were granted an interview in the Mountain Resort; however, there was an unpleasant
dispute over the etiquette of Macartney’s audience with the Emperor. As a conse-
quence, the two sides failed to reach an agreement. Qing’s ruling elites were all una-
ware of what was taking place in Britain and Europe, nor did they know that Britain
had already emerged as a capitalist power. Rather, they regarded the rising British Em-
pire as a barbarian state. At the same time, the haughty Macartney mission looked
down on the Chinese sovereign, refused to observe traditional Chinese etiquette, and
was wildly ambitious in trying to cajole Qing to cede territory to their sovereign. In the
end, Qing and Britain parted in anger. The Macartney mission revealed the differences
between the two civilizations. Qing also failed to seize the opportunity to understand
more about the drastically changing world and the advance of capitalism.

Feudal China in its last stages was also plagued by rampant corruption. The rul-
ing landlord class, which had historically been positive for China, did nothing to rem-
edy the accelerating downturn. Emperor Qianlong lived an extravagantly luxurious
life, demonstrated in his extensive travels, grand birthday celebrations and in mag-
nificent buildings such as the Old Summer Palace. The ruling Manchu aristocrats
turned politically stagnant. The Eight Banners, Qing’s proud armed forces that had
once been brave and battle-ready, grew increasingly incompetent.

Heshen F1#{, a notorious top aide of Qianlong, epitomized Qing’s unchecked and
contagious corruption. Heshen played a leading role in Qing’s central government for
more than two decades and was extremely powerful and greedy. In folk stories he
was referred to as the No. 2 Emperor. The new emperor immediately imprisoned
Heshen in the wake of the death of Qianlong. The fortune confiscated from Heshen’s
family was astonishingly high—850,000 mu of land and 220,000,000 taels of silver.
It was five times greater than the state treasury. Some anecdotal evidence said that
the confiscation of Heshen’s wealth completely filled the treasury of Jiaqing (Qi-
anlong’s successor).

China then became a hotbed of peasant revolts. Rebellions broke out one after an-
other late in Qianlong’s reign. At the time the White Lotus Society, which was strongly
opposed to the Manchu and was very active in Sichuan, Hubei and Shaanxi, posed the
greatest threat to Qing. The great mountain ranges between the provinces provided a

3 For a more detailed discussion, see: Dai Yi # %, Qianlong di jiqi shidai ¥ % 77 &3t i 48 [The Em-
peror Qianlong and his time] (Beijing: People’s University Press, 1992), pp. 412-413.
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geographical complexity that appealed to peasants and secret societies. In 1796, the
White Lotus Society launched a huge rebellion in Hubei, dealing a heavy blow to Qing and
which it took Qing’s government nine years to defeat. Qing’s brutal crackdown on the
followers of the White Lotus teachings greatly intensified during this time. Consequently,
the number of dispossessed and homeless people increased dramatically.

Meanwhile the British Empire intensified its efforts to smuggle opium into
China, contributing to instability inside the country. China launched an anti-smug-
gling operation, which was as much a struggle against Britain’s aggression as it was
against the drug trade. Not hesitating to engage in war to achieve its goal of becoming
an unchallengeable global hegemon, Britain dragged China into the whirlpool of
global conflicts. Consequently, China’s decline was inevitable.

British Opium Smuggling and Lin Zexu’s Anti-Smuggling Endeavor

As early as the seventeenth century, Britain began purchasing tea, silk and porcelains
from China and later bought Chinese cloth. British products in China, however, did
not enjoy the same popularity. Nor did Britain have enough commodities to trade
with China. Take tea and cloth, for example. The number of dan (a unit of weight) of
tea imported by Britain’s East India Company from China increased from 42,065
(from 1760 to 1764) to 235,840 (1830-1833).# Essentially, the import increased six-
fold in seven decades. Where the cloth trade between Britain and China was con-
cerned, Britain’s imports from China at the beginning of the 1830s were 386,364
taels of silver while China’s imports from Britain were merely 246,189.5 Some indi-
cated that within two years (1837-1839) of beginning trade with China,

Britain purchased 4.27 million pounds of Chinese goods and legally sold 0.91
million pounds of British products to China. Consequently, Britain developed a large
trade deficit with China. Britain initially attempted to use its own supplies of silver
to pay off the trade deficit which amounted to 3,300,000 pounds.® However, in the
1770s, British traders began to replace silver with opium, essentially making opium
smuggling the lifeline of Britain’s trade with China.

There was a dramatic increase in opium smuggling into China (see table below)
in the 1820s.

Years Amount of Smuggled Opium (chests/p.a.)
1820-1824 (approximately) 8,000

1825-1829 12,576

1835-1838 35,445

1838-1839 (more than) 40,000

4 Xiao Zhizhi 7##if, Yapian zhanzheng shi %4+ %2 [History of the Opium War] (Fuzhou: Fujian
People’s Publishing House, 1996), vol. 1, p. 131.

5 Yan Zhongping ™ °F, Xu Yisheng & Xk, Yao Xianhao %% %, Sun Yutang 7%, Wang Jingyu 7T4
B, Nie Baozhang %%, Li Wenzhi 234, Zhang Youyi #7% X, and Luo Ergang %' /R4, eds.,
Zhongguo jindai jingjishi tongji ziliao xuanji " ET QLT s Geit BUkHL# [Selected statistics in regard
to the history of modern Chinese economy] (Beijing: Science Press, 1955), p. 13.

6 Yan Zhongping j“#°F, et al,, eds., Zhongguo jindai jingjishi  Eii{¢45F 52 [History of modern Chi-
nese economy, 1840-1894] (Beijing: People’s Publishing House, 1990), vol. 1, p. 18.
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