Taiwo Oloruntoba-QOju (ed.)
Gendered Dichotomies in African Youth
Language and Language Practices

With a Foreword by Mokaya Bosire
and a Postscript by Fiona Mc Laughlin

Unterstiitzt von / Supported by /
D

|
Alexander von Humboldt
Stiftung/Foundation






Taiwo Oloruntoba-Oju (ed.)

GENDERED DICHOTOMIES IN
AFRICAN YOUTH LANGUAGE
AND LANGUAGE PRACTICES

With a Foreword by Mokaya Bosire
and Postscript by Fiona Mc Laughlin




Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen

Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet iiber
http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; detailed
bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de.

This book has been published with funding from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation.

ISBN-13: 978-3-8382-1724-6
© ibidem-Verlag, Stuttgart 2023
Alle Rechte vorbehalten

Das Werk einschliefllich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschiitzt. Jede Verwertung
auflerhalb der engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne Zustimmung des
Verlages unzuléssig und strafbar. Dies gilt insbesondere fiir Vervielfiltigungen,
Ubersetzungen, Mikroverfilmungen und elektronische Speicherformen sowie die
Einspeicherung und Verarbeitung in elektronischen Systemen.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the

prior written permission of the publisher. Any person who does any unauthorized act in relation to this publication may
be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

Printed in the EU



Table of Contents

FOREWORD
Mokaya BoSire.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiii ix

1. Gendered Dichotomies in Language Use, and Youth Usage in African
Settings

Taiwo Oloruntoba-Ofu...........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 1

2. Gender Binaries in African Youth Language:
The Case of Camfranglais

Comfort Beyang Oben OJongnkpot............ccvueeuviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiieieeenns 35

3. Gender, Age and Rural-Urban Dichotomies in S'/ncamtho Familiarity
and Usage in Zimbabwe

SAMBULO NALOUU . ... e e 61

4. Clever or Smarter? Style and Indexicality in Gendered Constructions of
Male and Female Youth Identities in Kenya and South Africa
Ellen Hurst-Harosh and Fridah Kanana Erastus.........................o.co 79

5. From Slanging to Code-mixing ..., Pidginization ..., Antilanguages ...,
and Paroemic routines: Gender Dichotomies and Dynamics in the
Language of Nigerian Undergraduates on social media

Taiwo Oloruntoba-Oju and Omotayo Oloruntoba-Ofu.......................oooee. 97

6. Lugha ya Mitaani, Gender Stereotypes and Sexism. “Catcalling” as a
Communicative Practice of Male Youths in Urban Public Spaces in
Tanzania

Uta REUSTET-JANN o..euveieiet et 129

7. Gendered Stereotypes and Discriminative Language in Luyaaye,
Ugandan Youth Language

Saudah Namyalo.............cooooiiiiiiiiiii 161

8. Hustling Vibaya: Femininities and the Modern Kenya Woman
Philip Rudd and Fridah Kanana Erastus.....................coccoeiiiiiiii 189

9. Gender Dynamics in Camfranglais : A Study of Female and Male
Cameroonian Musicians



Elizabeth Bi Maondo Abang................cc.ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 215

10. Fluid Gender Identity Doing in the African Diaspora in New Zealand
Oluwatoyin Olasimbo Kolawole......................ococoiinn, 237

11. ‘Baby, I'm coming’: The Linguistic Construction of Orgasm by Female
Youth in Rural and Urban Nigeria

Eyo Mensah, Romanus Aboh and Lucy Ushuple........................oooe. 257

12. Intersecting Youth Digital Practices and Homosexuality: Identity
Construction, Ideological Framing and Decolonisation in Homosexuality
Narratives on Nigerian Twitter

Paul Onanuga and Josef Schmied....................coocoiiii 281

13. Li(ea)ving Behind the Mask: The Stylistics of Nigerian Sexual
Diversity, and Homophobic Discourse in The Digital Media

Rasag Atanda Ajadi................ooiiiiiii 307

Gendered Dichotomies in African Youth Language : A POSTSCRIPT
Fiona Mc Laughlin................coocoiiiiiiii 325



Acknowledgements

I'would like to acknowledge the support of the many scholars and colleagues
who have either contributed chapters to this volume or have provided peer
reviews for the chapters. Their contribution has no doubt enhanced the qual-
ity of the publication. Special thanks to Professors Mokaya Bosire and Fiona
Mc Laughlin, both of whom spared the time needed to read the manuscript
and provide the Foreword and Postscript respectively for the volume.

The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation provided support for this
publication in two ways, firstly in the form of a renewed fellowship stay
granted to me as a George Forster Fellow in 2021, and which was actualised
at the University of Chemnitz in Germany. This provided the needed time,
environment and resources to work on the theoretical background to the
publication. Secondly, the Foundation also offered publishing support in the
form of some subsidy to the publishers. All this is well appreciated. I also
appreciate the support of Prof. Josef Schmied who was my academic host
during the fellowship period.

The role played by the following editorial assistants is also acknowl-
edged: Chris Lekan Olawale, Sam Akinmusuyi (University of Ilorin), and
Oluwaseun Bamisaiye (Federal University Oye-Ekiti).

Taiwo Oloruntoba-Oju, PhD

Department of English, University of Ilorin

George Forster Fellow, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
Catalyst Fellow, The University of Edinburgh

vii






Gendered Dichotomies in African Youth Language and Language Practices:

Foreword

Mokaya Bosire
(University of Oregon, USA)

A man who lived on the banks of the Niger should not wash his hands with spittle.
Chinua Achebe

In a continent where upwards of 2000 languages are spoken, one is
constantly exposed to incredibly diverse ways and means of expressing
oneself at home and at the marketplace, formally and informally, publicly
and privately. From a young age, you are a member of a speech community
and of discursive practices that construct and perform both contextualized
and imagined identities that are both individual and collective. From using
distinct languages (codes), to choosing dialects and variants of a particular
language down to a particular accent, African peoples who live in these
plurilingual realities may choose to use one code or mix and mesh codes in
their utterances for effect. In many places on the continent, multi-lingual
practices and language-contact outcomes like bilingualism, code-meshing,
mixed languages, pidgins and creoles, “trans-languaging” and other extra-
normative discursive practices are therefore a common phenomenon. These
diverse ways of using language find full expression in Youth languages, both
rural and urban. Such was my experience growing up in Nairobi that
eventually led me to research the expressive, novel and surprising vitality of
Sheng, amid all the codes Kenya had to offer.

Because languages track and index cultures and cultural change, the
complex intricacies of language that can arise in such a language-rich place
as Africa with rapid cultural and technological change are exciting and
interesting to investigate. “Hot-button” issues of our time: politics, the
economy, climate change and local controversies all jostle for discussion and
expression with global issues and trends in food practices, style and fashion,
gender and sexuality. In a young continent where the median age is less than
20 years in most places, where most young people are increasingly connected
with the world through social media networks and the internet, the
international is at once local and subject to interpretation and adaptation.
Given their repertoire of codes, one basic question then becomes: in which



codes are different African demographics discussing these issues? For
example, are all genders using the same codes?

The youth of Africa, both men and women, use language in the new,
extra-normative and rich-in-metaphor youth languages. The chapters in this
volume cover the gamut of African youth language practices, revealing that,
across the continent, young people are constantly morphing their linguistic
repertoires in surprisingly comparable ways in disparate areas - Kenya,
Cameroun, South Africa and everywhere in-between. The volume not only
shows that there are nuances in the issues that young men and women in
Africa are speaking to, but also that the discursive ways in which they are
utilizing available codes to bolster their positions and perform evolving
identities are gender-sensitive. My own research on Sheng shows that
language practices align with individual, cultural and global
conceptualizations of gender as construed through local power dynamics
and contestations. I have found, for example, that, while all genders speak
Sheng, men may use particular expressions in Sheng to project street-wise
masculinity, while women would use Sheng to project different identities,
including transgressing taboo rules for women in every-day life and in
genres like music and stand-up comedy routines.

The authors of this volume, many of them accomplished researchers in
youth languages and other extra-normative language varieties on the
continent, have interrogated not just the different contemporary issues that
young people in Africa are speaking to, but also the innovative ways in
which language is performed by different genders. The volume is a must
read for all African language researchers and youth language enthusiasts
everywhere.

Mokaya Bosire
University of Oregon
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