
6 

1 Introduction _________________________________________________9

2 Thomas Clarkson’s Biography __________________________________11

2.1 General Remarks _________________________________________11

2.2 Early Life_______________________________________________11

2.3 “In Sight of Wades Mill”___________________________________12

2.4 Meeting other Abolitionists _________________________________14

2.5 Becoming a Full-Time Reformer_____________________________16

2.6 “Two Distinct Evils” ______________________________________17

2.7 Later Life_______________________________________________18

3 Methodology _______________________________________________21

3.1 Historical Interpretations and Criticism________________________21

3.2 Critical Discourse Analysis _________________________________25

3.3 Abolitionist Discourse as Sentimental Rhetoric _________________29

4 Critical Approach and Analysis _________________________________33

4.1 Clarkson’s Essay _________________________________________33

4.1.1 General Remarks______________________________________33

4.1.2 The Preface __________________________________________33

4.1.3 The Historical Dimension of Slavery in the Essay ____________35

4.1.3.1 The History of Slavery in Part I _______________________35

4.1.3.2 The Use of the History and Image of Africa _____________38

4.1.4 ‘Natural Law’ and State Reason in Part II __________________42

4.1.4.1 The Individual’s Natural Rights_______________________42

4.1.4.2 The Sovereign’s Rights and Obligations – State Reason ____44

4.1.4.3 State and Individual – Convicts and POW_______________46

4.1.4.4 Interim Results ____________________________________48

4.1.5 Sentimental Rhetoric and Clarkson’s Humanitarianism ________49



7 

4.1.5.1 African Wars and Arguments of the ‘Purchasers’ _________49

4.1.5.2 The Narrative of the ‘Unhappy African’ ________________50

4.1.5.3 The Middle Passage and the Conditions in the West Indies__53

4.1.5.4 Sentimental Rhetoric and Humanitarianism______________57

4.1.6 Concepts of Race in the Essay ___________________________60

4.1.6.1 The Racial Paradigm _______________________________68

4.1.7 A Short Summary of the Remaining Chapters _______________69

4.1.8 Ideological Parameters of the Essay _______________________71

4.2 Clarkson’s Impolicy_______________________________________72

4.2.1 General Remarks Concerning Part I _______________________72

4.2.2 Economic Considerations _______________________________73

4.2.3 Ideological Differences_________________________________76

4.2.4 National Dimension of the Trade _________________________77

4.2.5 Mortality of the Seamen and Alternatives___________________80

4.2.6 Colonial Aspects______________________________________82

4.2.7 General Remarks Concerning Part II ______________________83

4.2.8 The West Indian Plantation System _______________________84

4.2.9 National Aspects of Abolition____________________________87

4.2.10 Ideological Parameters of Impolicy________________________88

4.3 Clarkson’s Thoughts ______________________________________90

4.3.1 General Remarks______________________________________90

4.3.2 Aim and Motivation of Thoughts _________________________90

4.3.3 Examples of Previous Emancipation ______________________93

4.3.4 Joshua Steele’s Experiment _____________________________95

4.3.5 Freedom or Labour Discipline ___________________________98

4.3.6 Ideological Parameters of Thoughts ______________________100

5 Conclusion ________________________________________________101

Bibliography __________________________________________________103




