Christin Landgraf, Heiko Pleines (eds.)

Interest Representation and Europeanization
of Trade Unions from EU Member States
of the Eastern Enlargement



CHANGING EUROPE

Edited by Dr. Sabine Fischer, Dr. Heiko Pleines and
Prof. Dr. Hans-Henning Schroder

ISSN 1863-8716

4 Sabine Fischer, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Crises and Conflicts in Post-Socialist Societies
The Role of Ethnic, Political and Social Identities
ISBN 978-3-89821-855-9

5 Julia Kusznir, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Trade Unions from Post-Socialist Member States in EU Governance
ISBN 978-3-89821-857-3

6 Sabine Fischer, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
The EU and Central & Eastern Europe
Successes and Failures of Europeanization in Politics and Society
ISBN 978-3-89821-948-8

7 Sabine Fischer, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Civil Society in Central and Eastern Europe
ISBN 978-3-8382-0041-5

8 Zdenka Mansfeldova, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Informal Relations from Democratic Representation to Corruption

Case Studies from Central and Eastern Europe
ISBN 978-3-8382-0173-3

9 Leonid Kosals, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Governance Failure and Reform Attempts after the
Global Economic Crisis of 2008/09

Case Studies from Central and Eastern Europe
ISBN 978-3-8382-0336-2

10 Andreas Heinrich, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Export Pipelines from the CIS Region

Geopolitics, Securitization, and Political Decision-Making
ISBN 978-3-8382-0639-4

11 Christin Landgraf, Heiko Pleines (eds.)
Interest Representation and Europeanization of Trade Unions

from EU Member States of the Eastern Enlargement
ISBN 978-3-8382-0734-6



Christin Landgraf, Heiko Pleines (eds.)

INTEREST REPRESENTATION
AND EUROPEANIZATION
OF TRADE UNIONS
FROM EU MEMBER STATES
OF THE EASTERN ENLARGEMENT

ibidem-\erlag
Stuttgart



Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der
Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im
Internet Uber http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;
detailed bibliographic data are available in the Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de.

0

Gedruckt auf alterungsbestandigem, saurefreien Papier
Printed on acid-free paper

ISSN: 1863-8716

ISBN-13: 978-3-8382-0734-6

© ibidem-Verlag
Stuttgart 2015

Alle Rechte vorbehalten

Das Werk einschliellich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschitzt. Jede Verwertung
aullerhalb der engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne Zustimmung des Verlages
unzulassig und strafbar. Dies gilt insbesondere fiir Vervielfaltigungen,
Ubersetzungen, Mikroverfilmungen und elektronische Speicherformen sowie die
Einspeicherung und Verarbeitung in elektronischen Systemen.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval
system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronical, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher. Any person who does any unauthorized act

in relation to this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

Printed in the EU



Contents

List of Figures 7
List of Tables 8
List of Abbreviations and Acronyms 9
Preface 21
Introduction 23

ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

Christin Landgraf and Heiko Pleines

1. Research Questions and Research Context 29
Heiko Pleines
2. Research Design 45

Klaus Henning
3. Trade Unions and Industrial Relations in the EU Member States of Eastern
Enlargement 53

PART I: Forms oF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Klaus Henning
4. Not Dominant but Existent. Involvement of Trade Unions from
EU Member States of Eastern Enlargement in European Trade Union

Federations 73
Christin Landgraf
5. EU-Level Activities of Trade Unions from the New EU Member States 113

Christin Landgraf and Zdenka Mansfeldovad
6. Trade Unions from the New EU Member States that Are in Multilateral
Cooperation. The Example of the Vienna Memorandum Group 125



Karoline Mis
7. European Works Councils in Poland and the Europeanization of the
NSZZ Solidarnos¢ Trade Union

PART Il: SELECTED COUNTRY STUDIES

Vassil Kirov
8. The Europeanization of Bulgarian Trade Unions. Achievements and
Challenges

Zdenka Mansfeldovd

9. Between a Rock and a Hard Place. Czech Trade Unions in Domestic and

European Arenas

Christin Landgraf
10. Hungarian Trade Unions in EU Multilevel Governance.
Interest Representation and Europeanisation

PaRrT lll: CASE STUDIES

Vassil Kirov

11. The Integration of the Bulgarian Trade Union Confederation of
Independent Trade Unions of Bulgaria (CITUB) into European Union
Governance Structures

Zdenka Mansfeldovad
12. The Czech Metalworkers’ Federation OS KOVO in Domestic and
European Arenas

Aleksandra Lis

13. Different Faces of Europeanization. The Case of NSZZ Solidarnos¢

Leyla Safta-Zecheria
14. European Governance and the Romanian Cartel Alfa Trade Union
Confederation

Monika Cambdlikovd
15. Slovak Trade Unions between the European Union and the
Enterprise Level. A Case Study of OZ KOVO

139

161

181

201

217

237

255

277

295



CONCLUSION

Christin Landgraf and Heiko Pleines
16. Conclusion

About the Authors

List of Figures

3-1:

4-1:

4-2:

4-3:

7-1:

7-2:

7-3:

7-5:
7-6:

9-1:

Proportion of Employees in Unions in Relation to Collective Bargaining
Coverage

Logos of ETUC, IndustriAll Europe, and UNI Europa
Historical Genesis of the Three Federations Analysed in this Study
The Internal Structure of the Trade Union Federations

Analytical Framework for Europeanization Processes Caused by
European Works Councils

Multinational Enterprises Under EWC Directive with

Subsidiary Companies in NMS (by Country of Establishment)
Number of Polish EWC Members Per EWC

Year of EWC Establishment

Classification According to Trade Union Federations

Number of Annual EWC Meetings

Trust in Czech Trade Unions, 1995-2014

315

321

59

75
77
79

142

148
149
149
150
151

185



List of Tables

3-4:

3-5:

3-6:

4-1:

4-2:

9-1:

Trade Union Density in the Countries Under Study

(most recent figures as of September 2014)

Collective Bargaining Coverage, Degree of Collective Bargaining
Centralisation (1-5) and the Existence of Minimum Wages

Confidence in Institutions in New Member States

According to the European Value Survey 2008 (1999)

Trust in Trade Unions in New Member States, 2007 and 2010,

According to the Life in Transition Survey in %

Trust in Trade Unions in New Member States, 2007 and 2010,

According to Eurobarometer in %

Real GDP Growth Rates (Percentage Change from the Previous Year) and
Unemployment Rates (In Percentages) According to Eurostat, Number Of
Industrial Disputes 2005-2009 According to EIRO

Competencies of Trade Unions at National, European, and Global Levels
Number of Delegates in the Congress / Regional Conference

How Do You Assess Your Trade Union’s Influence at the EU Level in
Comparison to the National Level? (in %)

13-1: The Largest Regions in Terms of the Number of Delegates

54

57

61

62

62

64

78

92

195

258



List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

ABIEC

AIAS

ASO CR
ASZSZ
ATLAS Uniunea
AUTOglobal
AWS

BBDSZ
BBDSZ SZ
BCR

BDSZ

BG

BMASK

BNS

BoBa
BPS

CcC
CCMB

Asociatia Marilor Consumatori Industriali de Energie
[Association of Large Industrial Energy Consumers]
Amsterdam Institute for Advanced Labour Studies
Asociace Samotatnych Odborl Ceské Republiky
[Association of Independent Trade Unions of the Czech
Republic]

Autondm Szakszervezetek Szovetsége

[Autonomous Trade Union Confederation]

Uniunea Federativa Sindicala ‘ATLAS'

[Trade Union Federation ‘ATLAS’]

Europaische Automobilkonferenz

[European Automotive Conference]

Akcja Wyborcza Solidarnosc

[Electoral Action Solidarity]

Bankok, Biztositok Dolgozoi Szakszervezeteinek
[Finance Sector Union]

Bankok, Biztositok Dolgozoi Szakszervezeteinek Szovetsege
[Federation of Unions of the Finance Sector]

Banca Comerciala Romana

[Romanian Commercial Bank]

Banya-, Energia- és Ipari Dolgozok Szakszervezete
[Mining and Energy Workers’ Union]

Belgium

Bundesministerium flr Arbeit, Soziales und Konsumentenschutz
[Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer
Protection]

Blocul National Sindical

[National Trade Union Bloc]

Bohemia-Bavaria

Balgarski Profesionalni Sauzi

[Bulgarian Trade Unions]

Coordination Council

Christelijke Centrale der Metaalbewerkers van Belgié
[Belgian Christian Union of Metal Industry Workers]



10

CCMI
CEC Bank

CEE
CFDT

cl

CIS

CISL

CITUB

CL Podkrepa
CLCA

CMB

CMB

CMKOS

CNSLR Fratia

€0)

2
Conftex

CONPIROM

CS KOVO
CSDR
CSN

CVT
cY

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

Consultative Commission on Industrial Change

Casa de Economii si Consemnatiuni

[Savings and Consignments Bank]

Central Eastern Europe

Confédération francaise démocratique du travail

[French Democratic Confederation of Labour]
Communications International

Commonwealth of Independent States

Confederazione Italiana Sindacati Lavoratori

[Confederation of Trade Unions in Italy]

Confederation of Independent Trade Unions of Bulgaria, see also
KNSB

Confederation of Labour Podkrepa

company-level collective agreements

Centrale der Metaalbewerkers van Belgié

[Federation of the Belgian Metal Workers]

Centrale der Metaalindustrie van Belgié

[Federation of the Belgian metal industry]

Ceskomoravska konfederace odborovych svazt
[Czech-Moravian Confederation of Trade Unions]
Confederatia Nationala a Sindicatelor Libere din Romania -
Fratia

[National Confederation of Free Trade Unions of Romania—
Brotherhood]

carbon dioxide

Federatia Sindicatelor Textile-Confectii

[Federation of Textiles and Clothing]

Confederatia Patronala din Industrie, Agricultura, Constructii si
Servicii din Romania

[Employers’ Confederation of Industry, Agriculture, Construction
and Services in Romania]

Ceskoslovensky Svaz KOVO

[Czech Metalworkers” Federation]

Confederatia Sindicatelor Democratice din Romania
[Democratic Trade Union Confederation of Romania]
Confederatia Sindicala Nationala

[National Trade Union Confederation]

continuous vocational training

Cyprus



cZ
DGB

EBRD
EC

EC

EC
ECHOZ

ECO

ECOSOC
ECSC

EE

EEC

EESC
EFBWW
EFCGWU
EFEDOSZSZ

EFFAT

EFRR

EFTA-TUC
EIRO

EIT
EMCEF
EMF
EODSZ

EP
EPSU
ESFTU
ESZT

ETF
ETS

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms 11

Czech Republic

Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund

[German Confederation of Trade Unions]

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
European Commission

European Community

Executive Committee

Energeticko-Chemicky odborovy zvaz

[Energy-Chemical Trade Union]

Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social
Cohesion

Economic and Social Council

European Coal and Steel Community

Estonia

European Economic Community

European Economic and Social Committee

European Federation of Building and Woodworkers
European Federation of Chemical and General Workers Unions
Epit6-, Fa- és Epitéanyagipari Dolgozok Szakszervezeteinek
Szovetsége

[Trade Union of Building Materials workers]

European Federation of Food, Agriculture and Tourism Trade
Unions

Evropsky fond pro regionalni rozvoj

[European Regional Development Fund]

Trade Union Committee for the European Free Trade Area
European Industrial Relations Observatory

European Integration Team

European Mine, Chemical and Energy Workers’ Federation
European Metalworkers’ Federation

Ertékszallitasi és Orzésvédelmi Dolgozdk Szakszervezete
[Trade Union of Value Transportation and Security Workers]
European Parliament

European Federation of Public Service Unions

European Confederation of Free Trade Unions

Ertelmiségi Szakszervezeti Tomoriilés

[Confederation of Unions of Professionals]

European Transport Workers' Federation

Emission Trading System



12

ETUC
ETUC
ETUCTCL
ETUF

ETUI

ETUS

EU
EUCOB@N
Eurofound

EVDSZ

EVS

EWC

FDI
Federatia
Sindicatelor
UNICONF

FES

FFSZ

FGTB

FIET

FNME

FNS
Solidaritatea
Metal / FNS
SMETAL
FNSM

FSAB

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

European Trade Union Confederation

European Trade Union Congress

European Trade Union Federation-Textiles Clothing and Leather
European Trade Union Federations

European Trade Union Institute

European Trade Union Secretariat

European Union

European Collective Bargaining Network

European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and
Working Conditions

Egyesult Villamosenergia-ipari Dolgozok Szakszervezeti
Szovetsége

[The Trade Union of United Electricity Workers]

European Value Survey

European Works Council

foreign direct investment

Federatia Sindicatelor din Confectii si Tricotaje Bucuresti
‘Uniconf’

[Federation of Trade Unions of Garments and Knitwear
Bucharest ‘Uniconf’]

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

[Friedrich Ebert Foundation]

Filmmuvészek és Filmalkalmazottak Szakszervezete Syndicat
[Movie and Film Artists’ Union of Employees Syndicate]
Fédération Générale du Travail de Belgique

[General Federation of Labour of Belgium]

La Fédération internationale des employés, techniciens et cadres
[International Federation of Employees, technicians and manag-
ers]

Federatia Nationala Mine Energie

[National Federation of Mining and Energy]

Federatia Nationala Sindicala Solidaritatea Metal

[National Federation of Trade Unions Solidarity Metal]

Federatsiyata na nezavisimite sindikati na minyorite
[Federation of the Independent Syndicates of Miners]
Federatia Sindicatelor din Asigurari si Banci

[Trade Union Federation of Insurance and Banks]



FSC

FSCOM

FSN

FSPCOM

FSRT

FSS METAROM

FTT
FZ7Z

FZZ PKIS

FZZ Przemystu
Chemicznego
FzzP

GDP
GESIS

GMBE

GUF
HGWU
HLCA
HOPWTU
HU
ICFTU
ICT
ICTWSS

|G BCE

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

Federatia Sindicatelor din Comert

[Trade Union Federation of Commerce]

Federatia Sindicatelor din Comunicatii

[Trade Union Federation of Communication]

Frontul Salvarii Nationale

[National Salvation Front]

Federatia Sindicatelor din Posta si Comunicatii

[Trade Union Federation of Mail and Communication]
Federatia Sindicatelor din Romtelecom

[Trade Union Federation of Romanian Telecommunication]
Federatia Sindicala a Siderurgistilor METAROM

[Trade Union Federation of Siderurgistilor METAROM]
Financial Transaction Tax

Forum Zwigzkéw Zawodowych

[Trade Unions Forum]

Federacja Zwigzkéw Zawodowych Pracownikéw Kultury i Sztuki
[Federation of Trade Unions of Culture and Arts Workers]
Federacja Zwigzkow Zawodowych Przemystu Chemicznego
[Federation of the Chemical Trade Unions]

Federacja Zwigzkéw Zawodowych Pracownikéw

[Trade Union Federation of Chemical, Glass and Ceramic
Industries]

gross domestic product

Gesellschaft Sozialwissenschaftlicher Infrastruktureinrichtungen
[Association of Social Science Infrastructure Facilities, today
Leibniz Institute for Social Science]

Gewerkschaft Metall-Bergbau-Energie

[Trade Union of Metal, Mining and Energy]

Global Union Federation

Hungarian Graphical Workers’ Trade Union

Higher Level Collective Agreements

Hungarian Oil- and Gas Workers Trade Union

Hungary

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Information and Communication Technology

Database on Institutional Characteristics of Trade Unions, Wage
Setting, State Intervention and Social Pacts
Industriegewerkschaft Bergbau, Chemie, Energie

[Industrial Mining, Chemistry and Energy Union]

13



14

IGF
IG Metall / IGM

IMF
IMF
INT
10Z

IR
IRTUC / IRTUCs
ISTC
ISTUR
ITUC
ITU-CZ
KASZ
KDOS
KNDP

KNSB

KOK

KOZ SR

KRZ ZPPP

KS OS KOVO

KUK

LIGA

LT

LV
MEBO

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

International Graphical Federation

Industriegewerkschaft Metall

[Industrial Union of Metalworkers]

International Metalworkers’ Federation

International Monetary Fund

Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption
(EESC Section)

Integrovany odborovy zvaz

[Integrated Union]

industrial relations

Interregional Trade Union Council(s)

Iron and Steel Trades Confederation

Institute for Social and Trade Union Research

International Trade Union Confederation

Independent Trade Union of Czech Television
Kereskedelmi Alkalmazottak Szakszerveze

[Trade Union of Commercial Employees]

Koalice dopravnich odborovych svazll

[Coalition of Transport Trade Unions]
Kereszténydemokrata Néppart

[Christian Democratic People’s Party]

Konfederatsiyata na nezavisimite sindikati v Balgariya
[Confederation of Independent Trade Unions of Bulgaria], see
also CITUB

Krestanska odborova koalice

[Christian Trade Union Coalition]

Konfederacia odborovych zvazov Slovenskej republiky
[Confederation of the Trade Unions of the Slovak Republic]
Zwiazek Zawodow y Pracownikéw Przemyslu Poligraficznego
[Trade Union of Graphical Workers]

krajska sdruzeni odborovy svaz KOVO

[Regional Association of Czech Metalworkers” Federation]
Konfederace Uméni a Kultury

[Confederation of Arts and Culture]

Flggetlen Szakszervezetek Demokratikus Ligdja
[Democratic League of Independent Trade Unions]
Lithuania

Latvia

management and employee buy-out



MEF
MEGAKk

MEI
METACHIM

METALURGIA

MNC

MOL Banyasz
Szakszervezet
MOSZ

MP
MSZ0OSz

MSZSZ

MT

Munkastanacsok

/ MOSZ
NACE

NAT
NEPSI

NETLEX

NFTINI

NGTT

NMS
NRZP CR

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms 15

Mineworkers European Federation

Mitteleuropaische Gewerkschaftsakademie

[Central European Trade Union Academy]

Media and Entertainment International

Federatia patronala a producatorilor din chimie

[Federation of Manufacturers of Chemistry]

Federatia patronala a ramurii metalurgie feroasa si neferoasa si
produse refractare

[Federation of Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metallurgy Industry and
Refractories]

multinational companies

Magyar Olaj- és Gazipari Banyasz Szakszervezet

[Trade Union of Hungarian Oil and Gas Production Workers]
Mozdonyvezet6k Szakszervezete

[Locomotive Drivers’ Union]

Member of Parliament

Magyar Szakszervezetek Orszagos Szovetsége

[National Confederation of Hungarian Trade Unions]

Magyar Szakszervezetek Szovetsége

[Hungarian Confederation of Trade Unions]

Malta

Munkastanacsok Orszagos Szovetsége

[National Federation of Workers’ Councils]

Nomenclature statistique des activités économiques dans la
Communauté européenne

[Statistical Classification of Economic Activities in the European
Community]

Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment (EESC Section)
Noyau Européen pour la Silice

[European Network for Silica]

ETUC network of trade union legal experts

Natsionalna federatsiya ‘tekhnicheska industriya, nauka, infor-
matika’

[National Federation ‘Technical Industry, Science, Informatics’]
Nemzeti Gazdasagi és Tarsadalmi Tandacs

[National Economic and Social Council]

new member states

Narodni rada osob se zdravotnim postizenim Ceské Republiky
[Czech National Disability Council]



16

NSZZ

Solidarnos¢

OECD

OEGB /OGB/

OGB
OET

OMC
OPZZ

OS CMS

OS ECHO

OS KOVO

OS MEDIA

0S PPP

OS SKP

OSTOK

OS ZPTNS

OSPO

OZ KOVO
OZ PAL

OZ POCR

OZ PPA P

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

Niezalezny Samorzadny Zwigzek Zawodowy Solidarnos¢
[Independent Self-Governing Trade Union Solidarity]
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Osterreichischer Gewerkschaftsbund

[Austrian Trade Union Federation]

Orszagos Erdekegyeztetd Tanacs

[National Interest Reconciliation Council]

Open Method of Coordination

Ogolnopolskie Porozumienie Zwigzkéw Zawodowych
[All-Poland Alliance of Trade Unions]

Odborové sdruzeni Cech, Moravy a Slezska

[Trade Union Association of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia]
Odborovy svaz Energeticko-chemického, see also ECHOZ
[Energy-Chemical Trade Union]

Odborovy svaz KOVO

[Czech Metalworkers” Federation]

Celostatni odborovy svaz hromadnych sdelovacich prostredku
[National Union of Mass Media]

Odborovy svaz pracovnikll penéznictvi a pojistovnictvi
[Trade Union of Banking and Insurance Employees]
Odborovy svaz skla, keramiky a porcelanu

[Trade Union of Glass, Ceramics and Porcelain Workers]
Odborovy Svaz Prakovnik(l Textilniho, Odévniho a Kozedélného
Pramyslu Cech a Moravy

[Trade Union of Textile, Clothing and Leather Industries of
Bohemia and Moravia]

Odborovy svaz zaméstnancl postovnich, telekomunikacnich a
novinovych sluzeb

[Trade Union of Workers in Postal, Telecommunication and
Newspaper Services]

Odborovy svaz pracovniku obchodu

[Trade Union of Trade Workers]

Odborovy zvaz kovackych odborech

Odborového zvazu po6st a logistiky

[Trade Union of Mail and Logistics Services]

Odborovy zvaz pracovnikov obchodu a cestovného ruchu
[Trade Union of Commerce and Tourism]

Odborového zvazu Pracovnikov Penaznictva a Poistovnictva
[Trade Union of Finance and Insurance]



oZT

OZZGNIG

PATROMAT

PERC

PiS

PL

ProAlt

PRO-GE

PROTECTOR

PSZ

PZZ KADRA

REX
RHSD

RO
ROH

RS CR

SGIE

Sl

SK
SKEI

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

Odborového zvazu Telekom

[Trade Union of Telecommunication Employees]
Ogolnopolski Zwigzek Zawodowy Gornictwa Naftowego i
Gazownictwa

[Trade Union Federation of Polish Oil and Gas Companies]
Federatia patronala din industria materialelor de constructii
din Romania [Employers’ Federation of Construction Materials
Industry]

Pan-European Regional Council

Prawo i Sprawiedliwos¢

[Law and Justice]

Poland

Iniciativa pro kritiku reforem a na podporu alternative
[Initiatives for Critique of Reform Measures and Supporting
Alternatives]

Produktionsgewerkschaft

[Trade Union for Production Workers]

Federatia ‘PROTECTOR’ a sindicatelor din industria de Securitate

[Trade Union Federation ‘Protector’ for the Security Industry]
Postas Szakszervezet

[Hungarian Postal Trade Union]

Porozumienie Zwiazkoéw Zawodowych KADRA

[Trade Union Agreement ‘KADRA']

External Relations Section (EESC Section)

Rada pro hospodarské a socialni dohody

[Council for Economic and Social Accord]

Romania

Revolucni odborové hnuti

[Revolutionary Trade Union Movement]

Rada senior(i Ceské Republiky

[Czech Senior Council]

Sekretariat Goérnictwa i Energetyki

[Mining and Energy Secretariat / National Secretariat of Mine
and Energy Workers Union]

Slovenia

Slovakia

Sindikata kovinske in elektro industrije Slovenije

[Trade Union of Metal and Electro Industry of Slovenia]

17



18 List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

SKF Svenska Kullagerfabriken
[Swedish Ball Bearing Factory]
SKGWB Sekcji Krajowej Gérnictwa Wegla Brunatnego
[Section of the National Brown Coal Mining]
SKGWK Sekcji Krajowej Gérnictwa Wegla Kamiennego
[Section of the National Hard Coal Mining]
SKK slovenska koruna
[Slovak Koruna]
SMEs small and medium-sized enterprises
SOC Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship (EECS Section)
SOZ SP Slovensky odborovy zvaz slobodnych povolani
[Slovak Trade Union of Liberal Professions]
STICEF Organizatia patronala din industria sticlei si ceramicii fine
[Employers’ Organization of the Glass and Fine Ceramics
Industry]
SZEF Szakszervezetek Egylttmuikodési Foruma
[The Forum for the Cooperation of Trade Unions]
SZOT Szakszervezetek Orszagos Tanacsa
[National Council of Trade Unions]
TB-CZ Typograficka Beseda
[Czech Trade Union of Printing Producers]
TEN Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and Information Society
TU Trade Union
TUAC Trade Union Advisory Committee to the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
TUC Trade Union Confederation
TUC Trade Union Congress
TUF Trade Union Federation
TUFIB Trade Union Federation from Insurances and Banks
UGSR Uniunea Generala a Sindicatelor din Romania
[General Union of Trade Unions of Romania]
UK United Kingdom
UNI Union Network International
UNI Europa Union Network International Europa
UNI Europa MEA UNI Europa Media and Entertainment and Arts
UNI Global Union Network International Global
V-4 /V4 Visegrad group; Poland, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary

are the Visegrad countries
V-5/V5 Visegrad 4 plus Slovenia



VASAS

VAT
VDSZ

Ver.di

VKF

VSZSZ

AW

WCL

WWEF

WWEF EPO
Z0O OS KOVO
ZOJES

ZUWINS

Z7ZG w Polsce

List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

Vasas Szakszervezeti Szovetsé

[Metalworkers Federation of Trade Unions]

value-added tax

Magyar vegyipari, energiaipari és rokon szakmakban dolgozok
szakszervezeti szOvetsége

[Federation of Trade Unions of the Chemical, Energy and Allied
Workers]

Vereinte Dienstleistungsgewerkschaft

[United Services Union]

Versenyszféra és a Kormany Allandé Konzultaciés Foruma
[Consultative Forum of the Industry and the Government]
Vagyonvédelmi Szakszervezetek Szovetségének

[Trade Union of the Private Security Worker]

Volkswagen

World Confederation of Labour

World Wide Fund For Nature

World Wide Fund For Nature European Policy Office

zakladni organizace odborovy svaz KOVO

[Basic Organisations of Czech Metalworkers” Federation]
Zdruzenie odborarov jadrovej energetiky Slovenska

[Trade Union of Nuclear Power Workers of the Slovak Republic]
Zukunftsraum Wien-Niederdsterreich-Sidmahren

[European Territorial Co-operation Austria—Czech Republic,
Future Region Vienna-Lower Austria—South Moravia]

Zwigzku Zawodowego Gornikow w Polsce

[Mine Workers Union in Poland]
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Preface

This book presents the results of a research project conducted from 2012 to 2014 that
examined the integration of trade unions from European Union (EU) member states
of the Eastern Enlargement into EU governance as a follow-up to a similar study con-
ducted in 2007. The project examines a total of 50 trade unions from the six largest
states that joined in 2004 / 07, namely Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland,
Romania and Slovakia.

Analysing integration at the EU level, in interregional cooperation and in EU Works
Councils, the main objective was to assess to what extent trade unions from the mem-
ber states of the Eastern Enlargement have been integrated into EU governance struc-
tures and how related cooperation is assessed. Based on this assessment, the research
project also analysed which strategies the trade unions follow in their EU-related activ-
ities and how they developed and discussed these strategies internally.

The research project has been coordinated by the Research Centre for East Euro-
pean Studies at the University of Bremen, Germany, and it has been financially sup-
ported by the Hans Béckler Foundation. The project team included Monika Cambélikova
(Institute of Sociology, Slovak Academy of Sciences), Klaus Henning (Research Centre
for East European Studies at the University of Bremen, now University of Potsdam),
Vassil Kirov (Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge, Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences), Christin Landgraf (Research Centre for East European Studies at the University
of Bremen, now Zeppelin University, Friedrichshafen), Aleksandra Lis (Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan), Zdenka Mansfeldova (Institute of Sociology, Academy of Sciences
of the Czech Republic), Heiko Pleines (Research Centre for East European Studies at the
University of Bremen) and Leyla Safta-Zecheria (Central European University, Budapest).

We would like to thank our partners at the Hans Bockler Foundation, all members
of the project’s advisory board and the participants of the project conference con-
ducted in Bremen in April 2014 for their support and helpful advice. Our thanks also
go to all respondents who participated in the project survey.

Special thanks go to Anastasia Stoll and Matthias Neumann for the style editing
and layout of the book manuscript.

Bremen, March 2015
The Project Team






Introduction

Although the traditional task of trade unions is the representation of workers vis-a-
vis employers, trade unions regularly seek access to policymaking processes to rep-
resent workers’ interests in the political arena. In European societies, trade unions are
still important interest groups in political decision-making even though their influ-
enceis perceived to bein along-term decline and there are huge differences between
European states concerning the actual political role of trade unions.

From a historical perspective, trade unions were one of the first collective actors
with a mass following to emerge in the wake of industrialisation, and they therefore
received special attention from policymakers. As a result their prerogatives, together
with those of employers’ associations, were codified in most European countries
through special legislation on wage bargaining and social dialogues. Through the
European social dialogue they also have—at least de jure—a privileged position in
EU-level policymaking.

As more and more policies are regulated in Brussels, trade unions also present
their interests at the EU level. As interest groups with a massive membership base in
all EU member states and with a privileged role in policymaking, they are an impor-
tantand interesting case for interest group studies, all the more because they are inte-
grated into EU governance at several levels ranging from the company level, with the
European Works Council, to the EU level, with European umbrella trade union organ-
isations in Brussels.

Nonetheless, research on interest groups in the EU addresses mostly business
interests and a small group of value-based NGOs from the old EU member states.
There are a very limited number of studies that focus on trade unions in EU govern-
ance. Moreover, interest group studies tend to select cases from the small group of
big, old EU member states.

With the EU’s Eastern Enlargement, however, ten post-socialist countries from
Central Eastern Europe joined the EU in 2004 and 2007.! At that time, many analysts
expected the huge expansion in the number of member states with the accompany-
ing increase in the number of decision-makers and interest groups at the EU level to
lead to blockades and a breakdown of decision-making processes. While, in retrospect
the challenges for EU governance seem to have been exaggerated, the opposite per-
spective, focusing on the challenges that EU governance poses for the newcomers, has

1 In the first round of Eastern Enlargement the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia joined in May 2004. In the second round Bulgaria and Romania
joined in January 2007. Additionally, Croatia joined in July 2013.
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hardly been taken in academic research. There are a very limited number of empirical
studies that draw their attention to the integration of interest groups from the new
EU member states into EU governance, and again, trade unions are not a major focus
of research on interest groups.

The research project that has led to this book publication has aimed to fill this gap
and to add fruitful empirical insights to the theoretical debate on European interest
groups. In the following chapter, Christin Landgraf and Heiko Pleines will elaborate on
the related state of research in more detail. Then, Heiko Pleines will present the research
design of the project, which forms the foundation for all empirical results presented
in this book. After that, a chapter by Klaus Henning introduces the respective trade
unions and provides basic facts about labour relations in the countries under study.

The presentations of empirical results are grouped into three parts. The first part
gives an overview of the three major levels of EU governance in which trade unions are
active. Klaus Henning describes the functioning of the trade unions’ European umbrella
associations, focusing on the integration of trade unions from the member states of
Eastern Enlargement. Then, Christin Landgraf analyses the channels of influence used
at the EU level by trade unions from EU member states of the Eastern Enlargement.
The third chapter of this part, which has been written by Christin Landgraf and Zdenka
Mansfeldova, goes on to look at interregional cooperation using the example of the
Vienna Memorandum, which brings metal and machine-building trade unions from
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia together with their peers from
Austria and Germany. This part concludes with a look at the company level, which is
provided by Karoline Mis, on the basis of an analysis of the role of Polish trade unions
in European Works Councils.

The second part changes the perspective and gives an overview of the integra-
tion of trade unions from selected countries into the full system of EU governance.
The respective chapters are to a large degree based on interviews with trade union
representatives and are thus able to present not just integration measures taken but
also an assessment of successes and failures by the respective trade union represent-
atives. The chapters in this part cover Bulgaria, with Vassil Kirov as author, the Czech
Republic (Zdenka Mansfeldova), and Hungary (Christin Landgraf).

Whereas the second part offers a collective profile of all major trade unions from
the respective countries, the third part provides detailed case studies of selected trade
unions. In the first chapter of this part, Vassil Kirov describes how the Confederation of
Independent Trade Unions of Bulgaria (CITUB), the largest national trade union con-
federation in Bulgaria, integrates into the different levels of EU governance. Zdenka
Mansfeldova then continues with a similar case study of the Czech Metalworkers’
Federation Trade Union KOVO (OS KOVO). Looking at the Polish trade union Solidarnos¢,
Aleksandra Lis focuses in her chapter on the challenges and tensions that have resulted
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from integration into EU-wide umbrella organisations. In the same vein, Leyla Safta-
Zecheria looks at Alfa Cartel, a major Romanian trade union confederation. Finally,
Monika Cambdlikova, in her case study of the Slovak Metalworkers’ Federation OZ
KOVO, includes an analysis of a company-level conflict with a foreign investor from
another EU member state.



