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Foreword

The Russian Army’s unprovoked and brutal invasion of Ukraine in
the early morning hours of 24 February 2022 initiated the first full-
scale war in Europe since Nazi Germany invaded Poland on 1 Sep-
tember 1939. Since its first incursion, the Russian regime has carried
out a war with no clear military aim, but whose intention is to erase
the Ukrainian nation. In an essay written by Putin in June 2021, the
malevolent Russian dictator announced that Ukrainians and Rus-
sians were the “same” people, and belonged together, thus nullify-
ing the idea of a sovereign Ukraine. In a TV address on the eve of
the invasion, Putin announced a so-called special military opera-
tion to “de-nazify” and “de-militarize” Ukraine — that is, in essence,
to extinguish the culture, language, and above all the people of
Ukraine. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) enlargement
and Russia’s alleged security concerns were nothing but a pretext
for the invasion of a sovereign, democratic, and independent
Ukraine.

It now appears that some countries, still totally dependent on
Russian oil and gas, would prefer Ukraine to end this war on any
condition, to quickly go back to doing business as usual with Rus-
sia. They are more concerned about Putin ”losing face” than actu-
ally providing Ukraine with unconditional humanitarian, develop-
mental, and military aid. Instead, indeed, Putin is allowed to
threaten the world with nuclear weapons. So far, most European
countries, the US, and some other Western countries have given
Ukraine military and humanitarian aid —yet not as much as re-
quested and not as quickly as needed.

In the light of the invasion of Ukraine, Marc Dietrich looks
back at what happened in the 1990s, when the dissolution of the
Soviet Union dealt a blow to its citizens’ self-esteem, leaving them
the economically impoverished successor of a vanished empire, hu-
miliated after the West “won” the Cold War. Russia, the largest of
the former Soviet republics, was no longer a world power, not po-
litically or demographically, even less technologically —hence it
agreed, in exchange for the newly independent Ukraine’s handover
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6 COSMOPOLITAN MODEL FOR PEACEBUILDING

of its nuclear weapons, to recognize Ukrainian sovereignty as stip-
ulated in the Budapest Memorandum of 1994. In that year, the po-
litical situation in Crimea, where the former Soviet Union’s Black
Sea Fleet was anchored, looked very grim. War could have easily
broken out over control of the fleet in Sevastopol and beyond. Until
its illegal annexation by soldiers in unmarked uniforms in February
2014 —and the ensuing limited war in the Donbas —Crimea stood
as what Dietrich describes as an example of cosmopolitan conflict
prevention and a chance for conflict resolution.

Dietrich demonstrates that cosmopolitanism, characterized by
normative and social influences beyond the nation state, offers a
means to prevent and resolve new conflicts and wars. Despite Rus-
sia’s attempt to acquire and control foreign territory, conflicts now-
adays mostly take place within states and involve many different
state and non-state actors with complex social and political inter-
ests. International relations (IR) theory, traditionally concerned
with issues of war and peace, was until recently based almost ex-
clusively on interstate relations, paying little attention to wars at the
intrastate level and to the role individual civil actors play in over-
coming such hybrid wars.

Joining the growing tradition of political theorists responding
to these new challenges with normative instruments, Dietrich de-
velops a cosmopolitanism that includes contributions from the
early Greek Cynics, the Stoics, contractual and Enlightenment the-
orists, and contemporary notions, forming a set of principles appli-
cable to all human beings. In essence, these historical investigations
reveal four main characteristics: Individualism, seen as the central
idea that every human being, quite apart from its particular com-
munity, is the ultimate unit of moral concern; the universal scope of
cosmopolitan principles; third, the moral duty to strangers; and
fourth, the need to establish an institutional setting, beyond the im-
mediate political community, that enables peoples to live together.

These four main characteristics are grouped by the author in
critical-political cosmopolitanism (CPC). This notion is “critical” be-
cause it undertakes an enlargement of conflict discourse into the
public sphere and seeks to stimulate critical dialogue between all
parties engaged in conflict. It is “political” as it aims to build a bridge
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between the normative abstract level and concrete practicable poli-
cies on conflict prevention and resolution. A set of principles —self-
determination, mutual recognition, participation, deliberation, and
the responsibility to do no harm — guides this concept and offers a
way forward to be applied to conflicts and wars. CPC overcomes
the dichotomy between particularist and universalist positions by
means of a “contextual” moral and political standpoint, one which
applies variably between these two extremes through a critical-po-
litical discourse between all parties in a conflict.

By taking both theoretical and practical considerations into ac-
count, Dietrich’s study shows that CPC, while normative, is also
practicable and “empirically meaningful.” By operating from
within political theory, Dietrich makes an eminently useful contri-
bution to the debate on sustainable peacebuilding, above all in
bending IR theory toward international political theory. His book
answers the relevant question — “What characterizes cosmopolitanism
and its contemporary principles and how does it foster conflict prevention
and resolution?” —by meticulously developing its conception of
CPC, and illustrating it with the case study of Crimea and the Don-
bas.

Most importantly, CPC does not require the establishment of
a new supranational institution, but advocates instead for an ap-
proach somewhere between local and universal interests. It pre-
sents conceptions that engage nation states in a system of political
procedures involving different institutions and include distinct
moral and critical voices—a much-needed and promising way for-
ward for dealing with future aggression like Russia’s war against
Ukraine.

Rémi Baudous,
Professor for Political Science,
University of Geneva





