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Foreword

My encounter with Dr. Frederic Labarre emerged
through the seemingly random pathways that charac-
terize modern academic discourse, yet proved to be an-
ything but accidental. I discovered his doctoral thesis —
a comprehensive examination of the 2008 Russo-Geor-
gian conflict—that immediately captivated my atten-
tion. This study is based on that thesis. This serendipi-
tous discovery was particularly meaningful as it oc-
curred nearly two decades after I had completed my
own book, “The Five-Day War: The Invasion of Geor-
gia", published in 2009, barely a year after Russia’s inva-
sion of Georgia on 7-12 August, 2008.

The intellectual resonance between our works was
immediately apparent, yet this study possesses a sophis-
tication and depth of analysis that reflected not only the
passage of time, but also his access to military data and
documentation that was simply unavailable in the im-
mediate aftermath of the conflict in 2008-2009. Both of
us had grappled with the fundamental questions raised
by Georgia’s military defeat despite years of Western
military assistance and training. But this perspective is
enriched by the conduct of interviews with key military
personnel, and the analysis of operational data that pro-
vide insights into the doctrinal shortcomings that char-
acterized the Georgian experience.

This research is distinctive by its significant aca-
demic contribution going beyond from mere historical
narrative. Where my 2009 analysis necessarily relied on

19
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open sources, press reports, and the limited documenta-
tion available in the immediate post-conflict period, Dr.
Labarre’s study benefits from an in-depth look into the
Tagliavini Commission’s report published after the war
as well as evidence which, although sometimes anecdo-
tal, give color to the events of August 2008. His privi-
leged access to a wide network of personal sources al-
lowed him to construct a far more nuanced and compre-
hensive analysis of the doctrinal contradictions that led
to Georgia’s defeat. This is unique among similar works.

To fully understand the significance of this contri-
bution, one must first appreciate the historical trajectory
of Georgian military development following the coun-
try’s independence in 1991. Georgia was one of the first
former Soviet republics to join the NATO Partnership
for Peace program (PfP) in 1994 and Individual Partner-
ship Action Plan (IPAP) in 2004, seeking to bring her
military in line with NATO standards. This aspiration
was formalized when, in 2006, the Georgian parliament
voted unanimously for a bill calling for the integration
of Georgia into NATO, followed by a non-binding ref-
erendum on 5 January, 2008 —in which 77% voted in fa-
vor of joining the organization (Asmus 2010).

Let me break it up. The Georgian military transfor-
mation cannot be understood without reference to
American assistance programs that began in earnest fol-
lowing the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Georgia
joined the Global War on Terror and in 2002, the U.S.
initiated the Georgia Train and Equip Program (GTEP)
which assisted Georgian security forces with internal





