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21st Century choice: Look after our planet and it will look after us, or don’t and
face the consequences.
Phil Harding,
a British field archaeologist best known to the public as a
member of Channel 4’s Time Team series.

There must be a better way to make the things we want, a way that doesn’t spoil
the sky, or the rain or the land.

Paul McCartney,

a British vocalist, songwriter, composer, bass guitarist, poet and painter,

best known for his work with the English rock band The Beatles.

By speeding the transition to cleaner energy, we can improve the lives of billions
of people, while also reducing the risks we face from a changing climate.

Michael Bloomberg,

an American businessman, philanthropist and former mayor of

New York City, best known as the founder of Bloomberg L.P.
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Preface

This book is a revised and reworked version of my doctoral thesis, “The
Role of State, Private Sector and Local Community in Energy Transition from
Fossils to Renewables, 2004-2015” (Jawaharlal Nehru University, 2021).
While retaining the core empirical findings and analytical framework, this
volume simplifies, condenses and reframes the argument for a wider
readership. It situates the analysis within broader debates on
sustainability, governance and socio-technical change.

The transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy is an unprece-
dented shift shaped by structural, social and institutional dynamics. This
process, informed by the vision of ‘Sustainable Energy for All’ demands
more than technological innovation; it requires addressing availability, eq-
uity, governance and global interdependence. The interactions between
states, local communities and private actors determine the pace and char-
acter of change; as such, this book applies the Multi- Level Perspective
(MLP) to examine these dynamics. In doing so, it contributes to con-
solidating the socio-technical framework as a tool for understanding con-
temporary energy transitions.

The book builds on a local-to-global vision by examining renewable
energy transitions in Denmark, Brazil and India. Denmark’s community-
led wind cooperatives demonstrate how grassroots engagement embeds
democratic ownership and long-term sustainability. In Brazil, hydropower
continues to dominate under state leadership, while emerging renewables
navigate complex institutional landscapes. In India, private enterprises
drive solar adoption, influencing markets and policy. Together, these cases
show that energy transitions are socio- technical and political processes,
shaped by human agency and institutional choices as much as by techno-
logical innovation.

These findings highlight the power of co-partnership on a level play-
ing field: when states, communities and businesses collaborate, energy
transitions become more equitable and resilient. Ultimately, readers will
see how multi-stakeholder coordination, local empowerment and strategic
governance can transform energy systems and offer insights for achieving
a sustainable and inclusive energy future. At its heart, this book is a story
about people—how the choices, actions and collaborations of individuals,
communities and institutions collectively shape the energy future of our
planet.
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