
CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION............................................................................................. 2 

 

PART I:  VERBAL VIOLENCE AS A MEANS OF CONSTRUCTING  

AUTHORITY THROUGH THE USE OF RHETORIC IN 

RENAISSANCE DRAMATIC DIALOGUE ............................... 7 

   

Chapter 1: Power and the Word: Rhetoric.................................. 8 

 

Chapter 2: ‘Words as Swords’: Verbal Battles in  

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Part I ................................ 35 

 

Chapter 3: Rhetoric in the Hands of the Machiavellian 

Villain: William Shakespeare’s Richard III ................................. 60 

 

PART II:  VERBAL VIOLENCE AS A MEANS OF CONSTRUCTING  

 OR DECONSTRUCTING AUTHORITY IN  

 CONTEMPORARY DRAMATIC DIALOGUE......................... 95 

 

Chapter 1: Manifesting Power through Contemporary  

Forms of Dramatic Language ....................................................... 96 

 

Chapter 2: “Dont let them take away my character”: Language, 

Education and Class in Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion.................... 111 

 

Chapter 3: “You’ll be integrated”: Linguistic Violence and 

Loss of Individualism in Harold Pinter’s The Birthday Party ..... 130 

 

Chapter 4: “Overstepping the Mark”: Verbal Violence as a  

Means of Defying Authority in Anthony Neilson’s The Censor .. 155 

 

CONCLUSION ................................................................................................. 176 

 

SOURCES ......................................................................................................... 181 

 




