
XIII 

CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements ...................................................................... V 

Preface ....................................................................................... VII 

INTRODUCTION 
A Brief History of Shakespearean Burlesques ........................... 1 

Chapter I 
The Forerunner of Shakespeare Burlesques and  
His Followers ............................................................................... 13 

Section 1: John Poole’s Hamlet Travestie, the Model for Later 
Shakespeare Burlesques ..................................................................... 15 

Section 2:  Hamlet the Dane, Influenced by Poole’s  
Hamlet Travestie ................................................................................ 25 

Chapter II 
American Travesties of Shakespeare’s Hamlet ........................ 31 

Section 1: Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, with a Happy Ending ........... 33 

Section 2: Hamlet the Dainty ............................................................. 38 

Section 3: Hamlet and Students against the ‘Absolute Queen of 
Denmark’ ........................................................................................... 41 

Chapter III 
From Professional Theatre  through the Amateur Theatre ... 45 

Section 1: Admonitions from the Revived Ghosts ............................. 47 

Section 2: The Times of Starvation and Enmity for Foreign 
Performance ....................................................................................... 50 

   



XIV 

Chapter IV 
From Mid-Victorian through Late-Victorian Burlesques  
of Hamlet ..................................................................................... 57 

Section 1: Shakespeare from the Medieval Past to Victorian 
Bardolatry .......................................................................................... 59 

Section 2: Hamlet in the Dilemma of Foolishness ............................. 71 

Conclusion ................................................................................... 75 




